DARUSSALAM

Headquarters:

P.O. Box: 22743, Riyadh 11416, KSA
Tel: 00966-1-4033962/4043432
Fax:00966-1- 4021659

E-mail: darussalam@naseej.com.sa
Website: http:// www.dar-us-salam.com
Bookshop: Tel & Fax: 00966-1-4614483

Branches & Agents:

KS. A

® Jeddah: Tel & Fax: 00966-2-6807752

® Al-Khobar: Tel & Fax: 00966-3-8692900
U.AE.

® Tel: 00971-6-5511293 Fax: 5511294
PAKISTAN

& 50 Lower Mall, Lahore
Tel: 0092-42-724 0024 Fax: 7354072

® Rahman Market, Ghazni Street
Urdu Bazar, Lahore
Tel: 0092-42-7120054 Fax: 7320703

U.S. A

@ Houston: P.O. Box: 79194 Tx 77279
Tel: 001-713-722 0419 Fax: 001-713-722 0431

Website: http:// www.dar-us-salam.com
® New York: 572 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn

New York-11217

Tel: 001-718-625 5925

First Edition: May 2001

Supervised by:
ABDUL MALIK MUJAHID

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED @ 4bsiss bl Gsis en

No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any form or
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying
and recording or by any information storage and retrieval system,
without the written permission of the publisher.

UK.

o London: Darussalam International Publications Ltd.
P.O. Box: 21555, London E10 6XQ
Tel: 044-7947 306 706 Fax: 0044-208 925 6996

® Birmingham: Al-Hidaayah Publishing & Distribution
436 Coventry Road, Birmingham B10 QUG
Tel: 0044-121-753 1889 Fax: 121-753 2422

AUSTRALIA

® | akemba NSW: ICIS: Ground Floor 165-171, Haldon St.
Tel: (61-2) 9758 4040 Fax: 9758 4030

MALAYSIA

e E&D BOOKS SDN.BHD.-321 B 3rd Floor, Suria Klce
Kuala Lumpur City Center 50088
Tel: 00603-21663433 Fax: 459 72032

SINGAPORE

e Muslim Converts Association of Singapore
Singapore- 424484
Tel: 0065-440 6924, 348 8344 Fax: 440 6724

SRI LANKA

® Darul Kitab 6, Nirmal Road, Colombo-4
Tel: 0094-1-589 038 Fax: 0094-74 722433

KUWAIT

® |slam Presentation Committee
Enlightment Book Shop

P.O. Box : 1613, Safat 13017 KUWAIT
Tel: 00965-244 7526, Fax: 240 0057

BANGLADESH

® 30 Malitola Road, Dhaka-1100
Tel: 0088-02-9557214, Fax: 0088-02-9559738

SHINIR

Ameng tihe Piephet's Companions

Sy _/

Vol. 1

By
Abdul Basit Ahmad

Edited by
Muhammad Ayub Sipra

i
DARUSSALAM

DARUSSALAM

GLOBAL LEADER IN ISLAMIC BOOKS
Riyadh = Jeddah = Sharjah  Lahore
London ¢ Houston  New York




In the Name of Allah,
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
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Publishers Note

Il praises are due to Allah, the Lord of all that exists.

May Alldh’s peace and blessings be upon His final
Prophet and Messenger, Muhammad, his family and his
Companions.

Darussalam is pleased to present this valuable book,
‘Shining Stars among the Prophet’s Companions’, in two
volumes. The purpose of this book is to enlighten our youth
about the lives of the greatest Companions of the Prophet #.
Also, we wish to increase the enthusiasm of the Muslim youth
for following and adhering to their religion. In this way, these
books achieve two very important tasks: educating our youth
and encouraging them to be good Muslims.

First volume is in your hands. You will see that the author has
selected the nine top rank Companions of the Prophet i
Although these were all given the good news of Paradise even
then they played an active role in their life till the last.

They are humble, just, tender and dedicated to the support of
the Prophet # and Islam. Their rank among the Companions was
very high to the extent that the Prophet # told them that they were
given the good news of Paradise.

In the description of the lives of the Companions, we find
example for ourselves and our youth as to how they strictly
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Background

bu Bakr was born in Makkah two years after the birth of

the Prophet 42. His parents belonged to a clan called
Banu Taim, a branch from the Quraish tribe. The boy was
brought up in an environment characterized by excellence of
chivalry, generosity and manliness.

In the period before Islam, this clan was assigned a function
that made it well established within the Makkan society. Blood
money in murder cases was referred to Abu Bakr’s father who
in turn assigned the job to his son.

Before conversion to Islam, Abu Bakr was well known for
his excellent manners, wide knowledge and perfect wisdom. He
was consulted on important matters and his decision was
always final. He was even considered the greatest authority of
his day on matters related to relations among clans and tribes.

After he converted to Islam, the Prophet #named him Abdullah
mstead of his previous name Abdul Ka‘bah. He was popularly
known among people as Abu Bakr followed by a quality that the
most Companions of the Prophet # confirmed it was given to him
by Allah through the Prophet #. That quality was ‘As-Siddiq’ (the
most truthful). He was also given another quality by the Prophet 4
which was Al-*Ateeq (the liberated) from Hellfire.

Abu Bakr # was a successful merchant and was highly
respected for his fair dealings. All society members knew about
his high morals and fine treatment of slavs.
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Conversion to Islam

Relation to the Prophet i

Abu Bakr lived in the same neighborhood where the
Prophet % lived. Before the Prophet 4 was twenty-five years
old, no contacts were made between him and Abu Bakr.
However, it was clear that both the Prophet % and Abu Bakr
became close friends after that time. They were nearly of the
same age, their natures were uniform, both of them abhorred
the corrupt beliefs and practices of the Quraish and both of
them kept themselves away from the evil habits of the day.
Hence, Abu Bakr became the most trusted man and a
confidant of the Prophet 4.

The first Muslim

After he was ordered to preach the new religion, the Prophet
% invited Abu Bakr to accept the new faith. Abu Bakr did not
avoid him or ask him to give him time to think it over. The
Prophet % said:

“Whenever I invited anyone to accept Islam, he argued
with me and rejected my words at the outset except the
son of Abu Quhafa (Abu Bakr). He accepted it
immediately and stayed steadfast in it.”

At the beginning of the call, Abu Bakr < was on a trade
journey in Yemen. On his return to Makkah, some chiefs of the
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Quraish came to se¢ him. They told him that Muhamrpad G
had declared himself to be the Prophet. They were waiting for
his return to help them find ways to stop the call. Inste.ad of
plotting with them against the Prophet 4, Abu Bakr hurried to
the Prophet %, asked him about the Divine Message and
immediately accepted Islam at the very meeting with the
Prophet #. Abu Bakr did not have any doubts about the
themes presented by the Prophet #&. He directly believed the
claims of the Prophet % of an angel (Gabriel) bringing down
revelation to him from Alldh. He knew from the very
beginning that worshipping idols had been an act of silliness.
On the other hand, he recognized the truthfulness, honesty,
nobility and piety of the Prophet #. Hence, he, from the first
instance, supported his Massage because it satisfied the
demands of his reason and soul.

Thus, Abu Bakr # was destined to be the first believer of
Islam. His zeal for upholding truth, right and justice
prepared him to make great sacrifices and face many
hardships. Moreover, his approach in convincing others of
the truth of Islam brought so many to the fold of Islam. He
used up his wealth to free slaves who converted to Islam and
to save them from the agonies and oppression, which the
Quraish inflicted on them. He, himself, suffered a lot at the
hands of the tyrants, so much so that he was left once
unconscious after he was beaten to near death. It did not
bother him for his wealth to be used up for the sake of Allah
and the propagation of the new light of Islam.

The true Believer

In every test of oppression, Abu Bakr « gave firm proof of




