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The Prophet is closer to the believers

than their ownselves, and his wives are their

(believers') mothers (as regards respect and marriage).




I give this beautiful book as a gift to

I hope this book will influence you positively and help grow
your love and respect for the House of Muhammad #z.
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To all those wives who are dutiful to their
husbands and seek to please God.

To all those conscientious daughters of
Islam who are blessed with modesty.

To all those graceful sisters who symbolize
nobility and bring pride to their brothers and parents.

To all those mothers who prioritize healthy
upbringing of their children over everything else.

To all those who love and respect the House of
Muhammad # and seek to follow in their footsteps.
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Moreword

It is no exaggeration to say that there is hardly any
Muslim in the world who does not know Khadijah
&, the first wife of Muhammad # and the very first
convert to his mission. Numerous women have made
remarkable contributions to Islamic civilization,
but Khadijah’s role in the early stages of Islam is
unparalleled. She was the one to whom Muhammad %
related his first experience of wahy. He expressed fear
for his life, to which Khadijah S replied, “Never, by
God! Never will God disgrace you, for you honor ties
of kinship, you look after people who need help, you
host and assist travelers, and you support just causes.”

Not only that, she then took him to her cousin Waragah Ibn Nawfal
so he could be reassured and relieved of his anxiety.

I can’t help appreciating Khadijah’s wisdom and perseverance
whenever I read accounts of her contributions in the early days of Islam.
For students of Islamic history, I have tried to bring together accounts
of her role in the spread of Islam in the pages of this book.

Besides praiseworthy attributes, Khadijah % had the honor to be the
first person to embrace Muhammad’s call to Islam. Known as Tahirah
even before Islam, Khadijah % was the daughter of Khuwaylid, a
wealthy merchant and leader of the community. She was a graceful and
wise woman, who established herself as a successful trader. As a mother,
she brought up her children in the best possible manner. Subsequently,
when it was time to support Muhammad’s mission, she did not hesitate
to spend her wealth to support the cause of Islam. She could afford the
luxuries of this world, but she joined her husband and other members
of his clan in exile for three difficult years in Shi'b Abi Talib. Thus,
Jibril informed Muhammad # that God promised Khadijah % a palace
in paradise.

In fact, my love, respect and appreciation for her grew considerably
while researching and writing this book.

I'hope it serves as a torch of guidance for curious men and women who
seek to learn from the lives of Muhammad’s
wives and others among his
immediate followers. In the
book, I have tried my
best to exclude weak
or fabricated reports
concerning the life
of Khadijah %. I
would appreciate it

B



if readers can point out any anomaly in reports or accounts in the work.
While writing this book, I was advised by friends to discuss the lives of
Khadijah’s children and grandchildren too — and so I did.

We have tried to observe the highest standards in the production of
this book, which is but a manifestation of our love and respect for the
First Lady of Islam. It may well be the first high-quality publication of
Khadijah’s biography.

My colleagues at Dar-us-Salam's offices in Lahore and Riyadh,
especially Qari Muhammad Iqbal Abdul°Aziz and Prof. Muhammad
Zulfiqar, have offered me the utmost assistance in the preparation of
this book, for which I remain grateful. Shahzad Ahmad has done a
remarkable job in designing the layout. I take this opportunity to thank
all my colleagues who contributed to the preparation and publication of
this book.

I must thank brother Syed Ahmed Faisal Nahri from Canada who
translated this book from Urdu into English.

[ pray to God that this book plays a part in the reform and revival of the
Ummah. Amen.

Servant of The Qur'an and Sunnah

‘Abdul Malik Mujahid
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
July 2012
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B Genealogy
of Khadijah i

The first wife of the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad # was Khadijah
# Bint Khuwaylid. She belonged to the Banii Asad Ibn ‘Abd al ' Uzza
Ibn Qusay, a distinguished family of the Quraysh tribe. By genealogical
standards of nobility, she enjoyed a high status in society.

She was called Tahirah' even in pre-Islamic days. Recognizing her
nobility and social status, the Makkans also called her sayyidat nisa’
Quraysh, the highest among the ladies of Quraysh.? Following the advent of
Islam, the Qur’an called her Umm Almuaminin, or the Mother of Believers
an expression that signified her status in the new Muslim community.?
Muhammad # is reported to have said that she was afdal nisa’ ahl al-
Jannah, the most meritorious among the women who shall enter paradise.*

The lineage of Khadijah % meets that of Muhammad # at Qusay
Ibn Kilab. Qusay is credited with establishing the authority of Quraysh in
Makkah. Before Qusay, Quraysh did not have any share in the governance
of Makkah and the custodianship of the Ka’bah.?

1 The word tahirah in Arabic is a feminine adjective that literally means “pure”. It signifies a
lady who is chaste, modest, and virtuous.

2 Abial-Qasim ‘Ali TIbnal-Hasan Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Dimashg, n.d., 66:14; Abi al-
Qasim "Abd al-Rahman Tbn ‘Abdillah al-Suhayl, al-Rawd al-Unuf fi Sharh al-Strah al-
Nabawivah, n.d., 1:327.

3 Qur’an 33:6.

6502 T o B of 9, Gt b 5 1 i 8 oy 3T 28 ST B35 A 05 £ S0, e 2 15003
§ G seall g db Dl
Abii ‘Abdillah Ahmad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Hanb, al-Musnad, n.d., 1:293.
5 Ka'bah is the building in Makkah that Muslims face in their daily prayers. It was built

by Adam and subsequently restored by Ibrahim and Isma‘l as a center of monotheistic
worship.
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B Qusay’s
Return to Makkah

Qusay Ibn Kilab was originally named Zayd. His father died while he was
still an infant. After the death of his father, his mother Fatimah Bint Sa’ad
married Rabr’ah Ibn Hardm of Bant ‘Adhrah, who lived in the vicinity of
as-Sham.' Qusay and his mother accompanied Rabi’ah to as-Sham. When
Qusay grew older, he once had an unpleasant encounter with a man from
among Banii ‘Adhrah, who insulted him by saying that he did not belong
to Ban ‘Adhrah. When Qusay returned to his mother, he inquired about
his ancestry. She affirmed that Qusay was not one of Bant ‘Adhrah, but
that he belonged to a nobler family — Quraysh of Makkah. Qusay learned
that his older brother Zahrah Ibn Kilab and other members of his clan lived
in Makkah in the vicinity of the Ka’bah. From then on, Qusay remained in
search of an opportunity to travel to the Holy City. He finally accompanied
a caravan to Makkah to join his brother and other members of the family.
His diligence and hard work quickly earned him a good reputation in his
extended family. At the time, Hulayl Ibn Habshiyah al-Khuza ‘1 was the ruler
of Makkah. Qusay proposed to Habba, the daughter of Hulayl. Since Hulayl
was impressed by Qusay’s bravery and intelligence, he agreed to marry his
daughter to Qusay. Qusay and Habba had four sons:

I In a classical sense, al-Sham refers to the expanse of land that is occupied by present-day
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, and Israel. Historically, it has also been used to refer
specifically to Damascus.

(1)'Abd alDar,
whose descendants

have the keys of the

Ka’bah to this day,
(2) ‘Abd Manaf,
who was the
ancestor of
Muhammad %
3)) "Abd al ' Uzza,
who was the
ancestor of
Khadijah %, and
(4) 'Abd Qusay.
After Hulayl's
death, Qusay
became the
custodian of
Ka’bah. He is
also credited

with establishing
Dar al-Nadwabh,
which served as a
parliament at the
time.'

1 Abii ‘Abdillah
Muhammad Ibn Sa'd,
al-Tabagar al-Kubrd,
n.d., 1:66-70.

_' h.-,

Golden Stories of Sayyida Khadijah % 'w

Sociopolitical Role of

Banu Asad

the social boycott of Band Hashim. Zam’ah is

reported to have said to Abii Jahl, “By God, you
are wrong; we were not agreed to this document
even at the time when it was written down.™

1 Abi Ja' far Muhammad Ibn Jarir al-Tabari, Tarikh al-
Rusul wa al-Mulik, nd., 2:18; Jamal a-IDin
Abii Mubhammad “Abd al-Malik Ibn Hisham, al-Strah al-
Nabawivah, n.d., 1:125. iz

2 'lzzal-Din Abifial-Hasan ‘AlT Ibn Abial-K by s
Athir, Asad al-Ghabah fi Ma ‘rifat al-Sah
4:339.

3 Ibn Hisham, alSirah, 1:376.
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B Interrelationship

of the Families of
Muhammad # and Khadijah &

Khadijah’s grandfather, Asad ibn
‘Abd al'Uzza had many children.
The oldest son was Muttalib.
The second son was Khuwaylid,
Khadijah’s father. The third son
was Nawfal, whose son Waraqah
converted to Christianity.

Waraqah Ibn Nawfal

Waraqah Ibn Nawfal could write — a rare skill in those times. He used
to translate the Injil (the Gospel) into Arabic. In old age, he gradually
lost his eyesight. When Muhammad # experienced the first occasion
of wahy,' Khadijah ¥ took him to Waragah. Being familiar with earlier
scriptures, Waraqah could see that God had appointed Muhammad # as
His Messenger. He comforted Muhammad # who was disturbed by the
first experience of wahy, and reassured him of his support through difficult
times that he foresaw for Muhammad #.°
1 The word wahy signified God’s communication with a Messenger. It is often represented in

English as “revelation”. However, the word revelation is also used to represent the Christian

notion of the revelation of God in the person of Christ. Thus, revelation may not be used to

represent the Arabic-Islamic term wahy.
2 Abu ‘Abdillah Muhammad [Ibn Isma‘il al-Bukhari, al-Jami' al-Musnad al-Sahth ai-

Mukhtasar min Umiir Rasiil Allah salla Allah “alavhi wasallam wa Sunanihi wa Ayyamih,
nd., 3.

122 |

Umm Habib

Umm Habib was the paternal aunt of Khadijah #. Muhammad # was
related to Umm Habib through his mother’s family, Banti Zahrah: she was
the maternal grandmother of Muhammad’s # mother, Aminah Bint Wahb.!

Khuwaylid Ibn Asad

Khadijah’s father, Khuwaylid was one of the tribal leaders. Khuwaylid’s
eldest son was Hazzam. Hakim, the son of Hazzam, was appointed
administrator of Dar al-Nadwah.?

Another son of Khuwaylid,
‘Awwam was married to
Safiyah Bint ‘Abd alMuttalib,
the  paternal aunt  of
Muhammad 4. Zubayr, the
son of ‘Awwam and Safiyah,
was one of the leading
companions. He was among
the ten companions promised
paradise during their lives.

Muhammad # and
Khadijah % were related
through Saftyah and "Awwam
even before they got married.

Later on, Zaynab, the
daughter of Muhammad
and Khadfjah %, became the |

daughter-in-law of Khadijah’s |

sister Halah: Zaynab got
married to Halah’s son,
Abii al‘As Ibn Rabi'.

Lineage of Quraish
Fihr
|
| |

Al-Hargh Ehalib Muharih

Amir sa'd Khuzaimah A-Harkn Ka'b LUzamsh

Jusral Sahin L) Tayin Waizah

(Ban Asad)

Abd Munal Al-Muttalib Hashim Marwal Abd Shams

Waht AbusMuttalib Umayyah

| | [ I I I I |

Abu Talic  Abbas  Hamezah Ghaidag Abu Lahab  Abdullsh Harilh Mugwim  Zubar Quehrm Dirar Abdul-Ka'b

Muhammad (%)

I 1bn Sa'd, al-Tabagat, 1:59.

2 Ibn al-Athir, Asad al-Ghabah, 2:44.
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B Marital Life
of Khadjah i

before Muhammad

Khadijah % was married twice before her marriage to Muhammad #.
Her first husband was ‘Atiq Ibn ‘Abid Ibn ‘Abdullah al-Makhzimi.
Following his death, she married Abt Halah Ibn Zararah al-Tamimi.'
According to some biographers, she married Abtu Halah first.

Abii Halah and Khadijah % had a son, Hind Ibn Abi Halah, which
explains her alias “Umm Hind”. Muhammad # helped Khadijah # raise
Hind. Hind embraced Islam and participated in the battles of Badr and
Uhud. He died in 36AH in the Battle of the Camel.?

=0
Abu Halah had three other sons: Halah, Harith, and Tahir. All three . Khad I!a h bi%%j@

of them embraced Islam. Harith Ibn Abi Halah died in the early days of

Islam defending Muhammad # when he was attacked by his opponents in .

Makkah. In fact, he was the first martyr of Islam.’ With ‘Atiq Ibn ‘Abid an OlltStandll’lg \W oman
al-Makhzami, Khadijah % had another daughter, who was known as

Umm Muhammad.*

Historians have noted that Khadijah % was sublime in

Remarriage of widows and divorcees was very common those days. bt i i
terms of lineage and nobility. She was flawless in behavior,

A widow or divorcee would marry again soon after her iddah.” A number
of tribal leaders and others proposed to her after the death of her second _ _ ! £
husband, but she did not entertain any of these proposals.® her with material wealth. She was rightly called Tahirah. wis bom in

AT b Khadijah % was born and raised in a society that was sorrupt
I Ibn al-Athir, Asad al-Ghabah, 5:260. ) morally corrup

compassionate and benevolent. God had further blessed Khadijah

2 Abi al-Fida' Isma‘1l Ibn 'Umar Ibn Kathir, Jami ' al-Masanid wa al-Sunan al-Hadi i religiOUSIy perverted and morally corrupt. The society Ma]( kan SOCiCly
S o, 1.0, 12:30. worshipped idols, and praised mundane poets and indecent o g

3 Abil al-Fadl Ahmad Ibn 'Ali Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalani, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah, n.d., Pp 1 p G = but was called
1:696. entertainers. Her family was unaffected by the evils of )

BRI G, a Jahaga, §:15. Makkan society. They did not take pride in burying their Tahlrah,

5 'lddah is the period of time following the divorce of a woman or the death of her spouse, i 7 .
during which she may not remarry. daughters alive.

6 Ibn Sa'd, al-Tabagat, 1:131.
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B Muhammad # as a

Trader

At the beginning of his career, Muhammad # was a shepherd. Later
on, he engaged in trade like his uncles and other relatives. In his early
20s, he earned the reputation of an honest and a principled trader. A
prospective guide for all mankind, he was a principled individual from the
very beginning. Even before his claim to nubiiwah,' his sublime character
earned him the titles of al-sadiq (the truthful) and alAmin (the honest)
among the Makkans. No wonder the business community valued him
highly as a trader.

Ibn Sa’ad has beautifully outlined the personality of Muhammad 4 in
his Tabagat:

Y 1 Nubiiwah means appointment of a man as nabi (see Glossary).
| 2 Ibn Sa'd, al-Tabagatr, 1:121.
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Ibn Sa’ad has defined al-Amin as one who is not just trustworthy, but
has all of the abovementioned attributes. Being gentle and not quarrelsome
in business dealings is an extraordinary attribute, and Muhammad # had
it the most.

When ‘Abdullah Ibn Sa’ib arrived in Madinah and met Muhammad =,
the latter asked him, “Do you know me?” ‘Abdullah replied, “*Why not!
You were a fellow trader; you would not evade any [claims] and you would
not quarrel [with anyone].” Likewise, Qays Ibn Sa'ib al-Makhzumi is
reported to have said, “He was my fellow trader in pre-Islamic days, and
he was the best. He would never quarrel or argue [in business].”

A study of the Makkan days of Muhammad’s life reveals that he was
very upright in his dealings. He kept promises; if he gave someone his
word, he would fulfill it by all means. The story of 'Abdullah Ibn Ubay al-
Hamsa' provides a pertinent example. Once, ‘Abdullah and Muhammad %
were discussing business. During the conversation, ‘Abdullah remembered
some piece of work. He told Muhammad # to wait for him: he would
be back soon. Muhammad # agreed. ‘Abdullah went away but forgot to
return. Muhammad % waited for him at the same place for three days.
The third day, when ‘Abdullah walked by the same place, he realized that
Muhammad # had been waiting for him all this time. When Muhammad #&
saw him, he only said, “*Abdullah, you put me in difficulty. I have been
waiting here for three days.”™ So sublime was the character of Muhammad #.
Understandably, the Makkans called him alsadiq and al-Amin.

Businessmen like to expand their businesses. They need honest and
hardworking people to work for them. Rare in every age and in every
society, men of character are valued by their fellow human beings. Khadijah
# was also looking for someone who was honest and truthful — one who
could be relied upon in business. When she learned about the reputation of
Muhammad #%, she became interested in forming a partnership with him.

1 Diya al-Din Abii "Abdillah Muhammad Ibn 'Abd al-Wahid al-Maqdisi, al-Mustakhri
min al-Ahadith al-Mukhtarah mimma lam Yukhrijhu al-Bukhari wa Muslim fi Sahthavhima,
n.d., 9:379.

2 Sulaymin Ibn al-Ash'at Abi Da'td, al-Sunan, n.d., 4996. (This report is considered weak.)
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Muhammad’s Call to

One God

Muhammad’s call to one God and dismissal of
all other deities surprised the Makkans. He never
worshipped the Makkan deities, offered them any
sacrifices, swore in their names, or venerated them in
any other way. Muhammad % had openly condemned
these deities and idols in the preceding forty years.

For some time, the Makkans tolerated
Muhammad #:. With the passage of time, they
grew impatient and employed cheap tactics
to undermine his mission. They started out
by making fun of him. Some of them said he
was a sorcerer. Others said he was a madman.
Still others thought he was a poet. Gradually,
they employed more malicious tactics to
frustrate him. They started placing obstacles
on his everyday routes, annoyed him in the
streets and in the marketplace, and physically
assaulted and tortured his followers.

Imagine how a woman of high social
standing would feel if people started calling
her husband a madman. Instead of getting
upset, she supported her husband and
affirmed her confidence in his mission at
a time when everyone else questioned the
veracity of his claim and his sanity. When

Muhammad % returned home injured and bleeding, she would console
him and nurse his wounds. She would wipe the dirt off his face, and wash
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Muhammad
never
worshipped
the Makkan
deities,
offered them
any sacrifices,
swore 1n
their names.,
or venerated
them in any

other way.

his feet soaked in blood, and continue to reassure him,

(561 01 Z o ¥ 10 5

“God will not disgrace you."”

o
-1 i\

His declaration that the deities, so revered by the
Makkans, could neither benefit nor harm mankind
was met with surprise and opposition. The Makkans
had lost connection with the Abrahamic tradition;
they did not appreciate that Muhammad # was
essentially inviting them to the religion of Ibrahim,
their ancestor.

She would say that one who has God’s support need not fear anyone
or anything. With such care and support, Muhammad’s resolve would
be rejuvenated and his confidence in his mission restored. He would
resume his mission every morning with a fresh spirit. He would ignore
the wicked among his people and continue with his task, just as the
Qur’an recommends.
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Khadijah’s
Daughters

As previously  noted,
Khadijah % had six children
with Muhammad #. Their sons
al-Qasim and ‘Abdullah died at
a very young age, while their
four daughters survived into
adulthood, married, and had
children.

In the following pages, we
shall discuss the biographies of
the daughters and grandchildren
of Muhammad # and Khadijah

)

.
>

Zaynab

Bint Muhammad

Zaynab was the eldest daughter of Muhammad #. She was
born 10 years before the appointment of Muhammad # as nabi.
She was raised in the best of households. What could have been
a better household than that of Khadijah ¥ and Muhammad #?
Every member of this household embodied the best of human
attributes. L

Zaynab was adored by her parents, particularly after the death
of her elder brother al-Qasim when she became the recipient of
all her parents’ attention. She was raised with the utmost love and
care.

When Zaynab was 10 years old, her aunt Halah
Bint Khuwaylid proposed that she marry her son Abii al-‘As. It
was not unusual at that time for a girl to get proposals and marry
as soon as she reached puberty.
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